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tainlynot useful, and the money em- 
ployed in erecting such ornaments had 
fitter be applied to some better pur- 
pose. Simplicity is certainly more 
consistent with the idea of the pur- 
pose for which such buildings ate 
intended. N. ci. 

For the Be/fast Monthly Magazine. 

OS AFFORDING TO KEEP A CONSCIENCE- 

TT is related of the late Dr. Paley, 
■*• that he jocularly said of himself, 
that "he was not rich enough to af- 
ford to keep a conscience." Whe- 
ther the jocularity was real or affect- 
ed, the saying appears to afford a 
key to the doctor's character. About 
the period of his using these expres- 
sions, much discussion had taken 
place among many clergymen of 
the church of England, on the sub- 
ject of subscription to the 39 ar- 
ticles; and some highly respected 
characters, as Lindsey, Disney, &c. 
had resigned their livings rather 
than comply, when the dictates of 
their judgment did net sanction the 
external act of compliance. The 
doctor's thorough orthodoxy was 
rather .suspected, hat as a salvo to 
his own mind, he invented the con- 
venient doctrine, that each might 
]mt his own construction on the ar- 
ticles, which were only to be con- 
sidered as " articles of peace" This 
convenient doctrine soon became 
fashionable : manv, as well as the 
doctor, satisfied themselves with a 
reservation as to internal belief, and 
by giving an external assent, retain- 
ed their emoluments, and put a 
stop to the desertions, which were 
then rapidly for a season thinning 
the ranks of the church. The ca- 
suistry of " not affording to keep a 
conscience," soon became fashion- 
able and was found very efficacious 
in silencing sciuples. 



From the present temper of the 
times, and the current of public o- 
pinion, the disinclination to keep a 
conscience is very prevalent, and is 
a characteristic feature of modern 
manners. The inflexible firmness 
of good old times is out of fashion, 
and if knowledge have increased, 
unbending', undeviating integrity 
has declined. In the polish of man- 
ners, asperities have not only been 
rubbed oflj but a considerable part 
of the substance has been lost, and a 
great portion of steady principle has 
been sacrificed to smoothness and 
pliancy. 

We require to be recalled to an 
adherence to principle, and to pre- 
fer the higher toned virtues of former 
times, to the modish defect of not pos- 
sessing a discriminating character. 
Pope's satire, partial when exclusive- 
ly confined to one sex, may be ex- 
tended to both sexes, and to most 
ranks in life, and we may admit 
that many " have no character at 
all:" the many have so little of 
mind, and preserve so little of that 
independence, which best indicates 
the exercise of judgment, and the 
individuality that results from the 
employment of mind, that to go into 
company, and hear the conversa- 
tion on the topics of the day, there 
is so tittle of discrimination, and 
originality of matter or manner, 
we might be induced to say, they 
are composed of 

" Matter too soft a lasting mark to bear, 
And test distinguish'd by black, brown, 
or fair." 

Man is a gregarious animal, and 
to dwell in herds is his favourite 
inclination. -Consequently each cir- 
cle has to a certain degree its own 
maxims, and is governed by its own 
Jaws. So far all is well, and ac- 
cording to the nature and constitu- 
tion of the mind of man, but as ex- 
cess leads into error, and many 
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adopt the maxims ef the society, 
whether religious, political, or social, 
into which inclination oc accident 
may have thrown them. Being on- 
willing to be at the expense or' keep- 
ing a conscience, they try the expe- 
riment of keeping one in common 
among them, and of .squaring their 
conduct by a set of notions, which 
under such circumstances must be 
vagne, and undefined. Diffusion of 
this kind necessarily produces weak- 
ness. Dr. Johnson in conversing 
with a young woman, who had 
changed h«r profession of religion, 
and who pleaded conscience for the 
act, told her, that she bad no right 
to judge, but leave the matter to 
the conscience of the state. She 
justly retorted on the Doctor, by 
archly embodying a personifica- 
tion of i he state, and its mighty con- 
science, and showed the absurdity of 
the phantom. Yet ibis conscience, of 
common stock.eftensupersedesthe ge- 
nuine unsophisticated visttingsof indi- 
vidual conscience, and man drops his 
individuality, and suiters himself to 
lose his independent character, and 
becomes like an trnani mated par- 
ticle in the general mass. 

In former times, the moral censor 
had the task of softening down the 
asperities of virtue, and teaching 
that virtue was more lovely Without 
her frown: now the times, and pre- 
vailing errors are changed. At- 
tempts are made to force virtue to 
wear a perpetual smile, and to as- 
sume an unmeaning simper. She 
retires, and ber place is frequently 
usurped by Si phantom dressed like 
her, of complaisant and pliant man- 
ners, but totally deficient in the 
energies of manly independence. 
Fashion exercises almost an omni- 
potent sway, not only over dress, 
and manners, but has intruded her 
dictates over opinion, and attempts 
to interdict independence, and prin- 
ciple. Virtue, retired at a distance, 



calls to her followers to rally, and 
arrange themselves under her un- 
spotted banners, that the more er- 
rors and vices abound, they mav 
more resolutely make a stmid, aiul 
resist the encroachment of the ene- 
my. Above all her incessant call 
is, " Erect my standard over every 
discouragement, dare to do right in 
the worst of times, and do not be- 
grudge the expense of keeping a 
clear conscience." 

The too general habits of living 
above income, are destructive of virtu- 
ous independence. This is one of the 
effects of luxury which now so ge- 
nerally prevails. Many will deny 
the charge; but under its more com- 
prehensive definition, ail improper 
indulgence of expense above means 
is lusurv, which thus becomes in a 
certain sense a relative t.-nu. Such 
is the strange compound produced 
by the passions, that we often meet 
with sordid meanness, as to matters 
of useful expenditure, combined 
with great prodigality in ankles, 
in which indulgence and ostentation 
are concerned, and find people nit- 
gardly and profuse at the same time 
A high toned virtue teaches us to 
hold all things in their proper esti- 
mation, and to give to each its ap- 
propriate place; to be generous 
and liberal on proper occasion";, 
even through the exeriions should 
lay us under the necessity of ;t- 
bridging ourselves of some selfish 
gratifications. But an indulgence 
in improper expenses, has a strong 
tendency to debase the mind, by 
lowering the standard of moral ex- 
cellence. Many from being strai- 
tened to make expenses commensu- 
rate with income, are led into acts, 
which destroy peace of mind, and 
are reduced to that state of povertv, 
both literally and metaphorically 
as nottobe ableto afford to keep a 
conscience. Bad habits'often com- 
mence, in thoughtlessness and pro- 
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fusion, and terminate in debase- 
ment of character. K. 

To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

IN his philosophical essays, Du- 
gald Stewart shows himself a zea- 
lous antagonist to the theory of 
Hartley, yet his own performance 
appears to be a perpetual practical 
application of that very theory. It 
illustrates as it were the ubiquity of 
the associating principle, in all the 
philosophy of mind, and in all the 
effects of experience. Indeed, as has 
been well remarked by Horne Tooke, 
philosophers have taken away from 
experience the credit of our instruc- 
tion, for want of perceiving how 
early she begins her lessons. 

In like manner, Professor Stewart, 
finds fault with this same Horne 
Tooke, for recurring in his explana- 
tion of terms, to the literal, and 
primitive sense of the roots from 
whence they sprung, elucidating, by 
this means with a glance of his'ori- 
ginal genius, the gradual process of 
analogical phraseology, by which, 
metaphysical terms, that were seem- 
ingly divested of their primary im- 
port, are again resolved into the cir- 
cumstances, which originally sug- 
gested them ; and thus, terms, the 
most refined and abstracted, are prov- 
ed to have been at first, borrowed 
from some object of external percep- 
tion. Hence the Etymologist will 
often correct the errors of the Meta- 
physician. 

Yet, notwithstanding his rejection 
of Mr. Tooke's most ingenious hy- 
pothesis ; Mr. Stewart in his essay 
on sublimity, seems to have im- 
plicitly adopted it, though he is 
willing, with the esprit de corps 
common to all Scotch authors, to 
make Lord Kamesthe original source 
f| pm whence he drew his theory. 



Lord Kames, says he, has observed 
" that, generally speaking, the figu- 
rative sense of a word is derived from 
its proper sense," and then, in illus- 
tration of this 'remark, the Professor 
proceeds in tracing the various 
metaphorical or transitive meanings 
of the term sublime, to its literal 
and primary sense, as synonimous 
with height or altitude. 

Whether Mr. Tooke's political 
principles have had any influence 
in exasperating the repugnance which 
the Scotch philosophers haveexpress- 
ed with respect to his etymological 
doctrine, it is not easy to say ; but 
lam disposed to believe, that a man 
who made use of such a sentence as 
the following, stands but little chance 
of ever receiving a warm compli- 
ment from the Edinburgh Review- 
ers. — " But I do acknowledge, and 
I make it my boast, that upon all 
great public questions, neither friends, 
nor foes ; nor life, nor death ; nor 
thunder, nor lightning shall ever 
make me give way, the breadth of 
one hair." This was indeed a de- 
claration sufficient to cause the broad- 
est stare throughout the Scottish 
land, and to fix all its poets, its phi- 
losophers, and its patriots) in mule 
astonishment. 

I feel the highest or deepest res- 
pect for the inhabitants of Scotland 
personally, for their many estimable 
qualities, for their habits of industry 
and ceconomy, their tranquil and i tin 
defatigable ambition ; their hard 
though polished manners ; their' te- 
naciousness of purpose ; their gene- 
ral education ; and even their na- 
tionality, which can, however, be 
deemed but a bastard patriotism^ 
Personally, they are to be respected ; 
as a public they are nothing, and 
with respect to public spirit, or the 
soul of a counthy, it is my unal- 
terable opinion, that it was lost for 
ever at that fatal era, when a histo- 
rian of their own nation said that 



